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The Sustainability of Tourism Development in Heritage Sites: A
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Abstract

Heritage sites represent an important aspect of sustainable
development, especially in the field of tourism development as an
important resource for tourism. This calls for finding means that enable
the optimal utilization of these sites and their heritage potential, in ways
that conform to the sustainability guidelines of the World Tourism
Organization (WTO).

Historic Jeddah, listed in 2014 as a world heritage site by UNESCO,
is considered one of the prominent Saudi historic sites that has the
capability to become a resource for tourism because of its historical,
social, cultural, and economic potential that can be utilized.

The different developmental operations in the past have negatively
affected historic preservation in the historic city of Jeddah. This has
caused a number of issues including the overuse of many of its heritage
resources, deterioration of its overall architectural pattern, and a decline
in its tourism potential. Therefore, the best solution to combat the
architectural and economic shrinking facing the historic city is the
adoption of a set of holistic tourism development projects capable of
sustaining Jeddah’s heritage sites.

The aim of this research, which employs descriptive and analytical
approaches, is to highlight the most important heritage sites in the
historic city of Jeddah and the challenges facing these sites. More
importantly, this research proposes a plan for the development of
sustainable tourism in the city; one that includes the various dimensions
of sustainable development of the tourism sector, so that it can be applied
to all heritage sites which share, with the historic city of Jeddah, similar
heritage characteristics.

Keywords: heritage sites, tourism development, sustainable development,
the city of Jeddah.
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